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1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 7- 
15, 23-25 directed to an invention non-elected without traverse. 

Accordingly, 

Claims 7-15 and 23-25 have been cancelled. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The claims are deemed allowable for at least the reasons presented in the 
appeal brief that the carbon layer made according to applicants process is patentably 
distinct from that made by the process of Mahoney et al. 

The examiner now considers that while some of the carbon structure reflected by 
the Raman G band is identical to that of Mahoney et al, other carbon structure would 
necessarily be present due to the sputtered carbon in the process. The entire Raman 
spectral band of the carbon of Mahoney is not represented. The examiner deems it 
unlikely that the entire spectrum would be identical since the carbon made by the 
present invention has lower electrical resistance and is protective at small thicknesses 
neither disclosed or taught by Mahoney et al. Furthermore the results shown in Figures 
5 and 6 are considered an advance in the carbon film art. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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